PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



PCT/JP2004/004714 

iniiiiMiii 



INTERNATION^MLMmARV REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter n of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
C-678PCT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/004714 



International filing date (day/monthfyear) 
______ 31 March 2 004 (3 1 .03.2004) 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 
FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCT/BPEA/4 1 6 



Priority date (day/montJi/year) 

31 March 2003 (31.03.2003) 



Applicant 



KABUSKKI KAISHA NIPPON CONLUX 



2. 
3. 



_3 . sheets, including this cover sheet 



. sheets, as follows: 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

This re P° rt ls 3180 accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a □ (sent to theapplicant and to the International Bureau) ztotol of. 

D tz *%tt£sz££& at^^r— 3,1(1 316 1116 basis ° f - 

Administrative Instructions). au «">nzed by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 

D SfdiX^^^ considers contain an amendment that goes 

Supplemental Box. ""em onal ap P ,,catlon 33 fi <<*. as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

(ienf /o //«» International Bureau ««/«) <• t^i ,■ ^ 

^nfo- • ( ,ndlcate fype and number of electronic carrierfstt 

readable torm only, as indicated in ^XZlt^Z!^ «*■" re,ated « compS 

Administrative InstructionsV ppiememai Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 



4. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
L_| Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

^ Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35r2Wirhr»»,^f . • 

citations and explanations Zp££gll?hl?Zm° *' "* ° F iMal "H*"**"* 

I — I Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 
1_J Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 




Facsimile No. 

Form PCT/EPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



, wramnoNAi. preliminary report on patentability r" m,ui< '" a, N °- 
E g jjg^jg^j 1 PCT/JP2004/004714 

l^»^3assr" ls - * — «*— *. ^ „ . ~ ^ „ ntes 

LJ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

and are not annexed to this report): ? Station under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 

S ^ ^^onal application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description: 



pages 



pages* " ' — , as originally filed/furnished 

pages * received by this Authority on 

received by this Authority on ' " ~ 

I J the claims: — * ' — 

pages 

pages* " » 33 originally filed/furnished 

pages* " ■ *s ^^ded (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages * 1 reived by this Authority on 

■ ~ ■— received by this Authority on " 

I I the drawings: 



Pages* " — . , as originally filed/furnished 

- — received by this Authority on 



received by this Authority on 



. ■ _ w ~ ""o r^uuiuniy on 

□ assisting 



3-D The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
□ the description, pages _ 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify)- 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



fh» A^~-:-n 



□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify)- 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies some or all of lhose sheets may be "superseded. » 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



I International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/004714 
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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims MQ ^ 

Claims NO 
Inventive step (IS) Claims 



YES 

Claims 1-10 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims M0 YRS 

Claims ~ ^ NQ 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 11-102456, A (Hitachi, Ltd.) 

April 13, 1999(04.13.99) 
Document 2: JP, 2002-92683, A (Oki Electric Industry Co., Ltd ) 

March 29, 2002 (03.29.02) 
Document 3: JP, 2002-183722, A (Nippon Conlux Co., Ltd ) 

June 28, 2002 (06.28.02) 
Document 4: JP, 1-250050, A (Toshiba Corporation) 
October 5, 1989 (10.05.89) 

The inventions relating to claims 1, 2, 6 and 7 do not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 and 2 cited in the ISR. Document 1 describes identifying unnecessary images such as 
a slip and stain using a first pickup image picked up without the presence of sheet paper, and a second 
pickup image picked up with the presence of sheet paper, and in consideration of the unnecessary 
images, detecting sheet paper. Document 2 describes an image pickup section comprising irradiation 
means, a feed path and image pickup means. 

The inventions relating to claims 3 and 8 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 and 2 cited m the ISR. In addition to the above indicated matter, document 1 describes 
measuring the position and size of an unnecessary image such as a slip and stain. 

The inventions relating to claims 4 and 9 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 and 2 cited m the ISR. Document 2 describes comparing image data coiresponding to a 
pickup image and standard data to detect sheet paper. ~ v & 

The inventions relating to claims 5 and 10 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1-4 cited in the ISR. Documents 1, 3 and 4 describe notifying abnormal state in detection 
by abnormal state notification means. 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



